
 CARLISLE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
 
 
The Carlisle Parks and Recreation Board met on May 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Stuart 
Community Center. The following board members were present: Chairman Jeff Stuby, Whitney 
Baker, Pam Fowler, Eric Oakman, Jim Mader and Bob Schmidlein. Jordan Heckman was absent. 
 
Borough Council Liaison, Brenda Landis, Parks and Recreation Director, Andrea Crouse, and 
Parks and Recreation Secretary, Melinda Hench, were also in attendance.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Stuby at 7:00 p.m.                           
 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Minutes of the April 4, 2019 meeting were presented and approved.                Mader/Schmidlein  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT   
Sertoma Club Lease 
At the May workshop, Borough Council approved the Sertoma Club’s lease of the building at 
Biddle Mission Park. The updated lease includes increased minimum limits for insurance. The 
borough will carry the fire insurance and bill the Sertoma Club for reimbursement. 
 
Supplemental Planting at Vegetative Berms 
JPH Enterprises, LLC has completed the planting of 490 bare root or container trees along 
Forbes Path and the Nottingham berm. Andrea explained that the trees planted on the west 
side of the berm are intended to block the view of the warehouse for residents who live farther 
away from the berm. 
 
Andrea said the berm will be mowed on a more regular basis this summer, when not prevented 
by rain. North Middleton Township has agreed to do the mowing as they can work it into their 
schedule. They will bill the borough for the work.  
 
CYCD Pumptrack Proposal 
Andrea explained that Jon Cox presented Cumberland Youth Cycling Development’s proposal to 
build a pumptrack at Valley Meadows at the May workshop. Borough Council’s response was 
favorable. 
 
Carlisle Community Pool Update 
The swimming pool is set to open May 25 for the Memorial Day weekend. Staff is continuing to 
hire Lifeguards and Admissions/Concession Attendants. Wages were increased slightly and the 
pay rates are competitive. Staff has been busy selling pool memberships. Parks and Recreation 
Board and Borough Council members are entitled to free family memberships through the 
Parks and Rec office. 
 
 



Born Learning Trail 
The Born Learning Trail was recently installed at Lindner Park by the United Way with the help 
of the Carlisle Rotary Club. The Trike Track will be completed soon by Union Quarries and Gleim 
Excavating. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Seven Gables Park 
The idea of enhancing Seven Gables Park through the addition of amenities was raised. Andrea 
added some history about the park and discussed the current problems there. Around 1998, 
the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy wanted to purchase and conserve the Seven Gables plot. 
At about the same time, Carlisle Borough sold a portion of land at Shaffer Park. Since that land 
had been purchased through a DCNR grant, the proceeds had to be reinvested in a park. So, the 
borough used those funds to purchase Seven Gables in conjunction with South Middleton 
Township and Giant Foods. An inter-municipal agreement established that the borough would 
police the park, South Middleton Township would provide maintenance and Giant Foods would 
mow the meadow.  
 
Over the years, maintenance of the park has declined and homeless activity has increased. 
From time to time, Carlisle park maintainers have removed large mounds of trash. With the aid 
of the Carlisle Police Department, they removed belongings left by homeless individuals. As the 
problems worsened, Carlisle Borough and South Middleton Township officials met with the 
State Police to determine a course of action. At that time, staff learned that Carlisle Police 
Department has no jurisdiction in the South Middleton portion of the park where homeless 
encampments exist. State Police agreed to police the park only if South Middleton Township 
created a gravel road around the perimeter. This work was recently completed. At some point, 
State Police and South Middleton Township staff will go in to remove the encampments with 
social service agencies present to offer services. Discussion followed about homelessness and 
the related challenges. 
 
USAWC Class of 2019 Gift 
The Lincoln Cemetery archway is finished and expected to be installed on May 15. The structure 
will be dedicated on May 27, 2019 in conjunction with the annual Memorial Day celebration at 
Memorial Park. The Lincoln Cemetery Committee is seeking individuals to share their memories 
with the Cumberland County Historical Society. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Following a motion, the meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.               Fowler/Schmidlein 
 
The next board meeting will be held June 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at Stuart Community Center. Any 
member who is unable to attend the meeting is asked to notify Andrea Crouse.   
 
 


